Chief Whip Announces Legislative Programme for Summer Session Tuesday 1st April 2008

The Government Chief Whip Tom Kitt, T.D. has today announced the Legislative Programme for the forthcoming Dáil session, which commences tomorrow, Wednesday 2nd April. In total, 17 bills are scheduled for publication.

Among the bills which will be published are the Social Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill which will provide for a programme of social housing reforms aimed at improving services and their delivery, including updated local authority powers to deal with anti-social behaviour, expand the paths to home ownership for social housing tenants and to provide for the Rental Accommodation Scheme.

The Child Care Bill will amend the Child Care Act of 1991 to provide a statutory scheme for the High Court to have exclusive original jurisdiction to hear special care cases.

Other bills for publication include the Property Services Regulatory Authority Bill, which will provide for the establishment of a Property Services Regulatory Authority to give effect to the Report of the Auctioneering/Estate Agency Review Group; the Employment Agency Regulation Bill, the Health (Long-term Residential Care Services) Bill and the Criminal Justice (Forensic Sampling and Evidence) Bill. The Dublin Transport Authority Bill is expected to be published very early in the session.

Since this Government was formed on 14th June 2007, 19 bills have been published, 17 enacted. We look forward to further delivering on our Programme for Government in the weeks and months ahead. The session will commence tomorrow with a debate on the Lisbon Treaty. The Chief Whip is determined to have a comprehensive debate with maximum participation from deputies.

ENDS.

